Allergies of the respiratory tract have been considered one of the principal infirmities of modern man, provoked mainly by immediate sensitiveness to various indoor dust aeroallergens. Outstanding among these are the allergens derived from house dust mites belonging to different genera and species, mainly Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus, D. farinae and Euroglyphus maynei (Platts-Mills & Chapman 1987) .
There is a great variation in the acarine fauna among the different regions of the world. The diversity of mite fauna of a given (micro)habitat is not only due to direct influence of environmental temperature and humidity upon the development of mites (Wharton 1976 , Bronswijk 1981 . Additional ecological factors and evolutionary stochalistic factors may also play a role in mite diversity. This study presents a detailed bibliography of the house dust mite in Brazil. A great variety of species has been observed, the most outstanding of which are those from genera of the families Pyroglyphidae (Dermatophagoides and Euroglyphus), Glycyphagidae (Blomia), Cheyletidae (Cheyletus) as well as Acaridae (Tyrophagus).
The objective of the present paper was to draw up a bibliographic survey of the main studies on the presence of mites in house dust in several parts of the country.
BIBLIOGRAPHIC SURVEY
A total of 101 works (books, articles and abstracts of congresses and symposia) already published on mites in house dust in Brazil were included.
The result of this bibliographic survey showed the presence of a large number of mites belonging to a total of 23 superfamilies, 28 families, 40 genera and 39 species, the acarine genera of the families Pyroglyphidae, Glycyphagidae, Cheyletidae and Acaridae being the most frequently mentioned. Other families reported were Tarsonemidae, Chortoglyphidae, Ascidae and Tydeidae.
Frequent reference to the genus Dermatophagoides (Pyroglyphidae) was registered. The most cited species were D. pteronyssinus and D. farinae (Tables I, III) . The prevalence reported ranged from 3.7 to 89.3% (Rosa 1978 , Baggio et al. 1992a ) and 0.05 to 39.2% (Moreira 1975 , Baggio & Ambrózio 1992b respectively, the mite D. pteronyssinus being found in the entire national territory and mentioned in 69 articles. The species D. farinae was reported in almost all of the country and was cited in 28 articles. Other genera of this family were Euroglyphus, E. maynei being the principal species (prevalence of 0.2 to 6.1%) (Rosa 1978 , Baggio et al. 1988a ; Pyroglyphus (P. africanus -0.6 to 2.5%) (Rosa 1978 , Baggio et al. 1988a and Sturnophagoides (S. brasiliensis) (Galvão & Guitton 1986a) (Tables II, III) . The family Glycyphagidae was the second most frequently cited (61 articles), genera Blomia (B. tropicalis -3.8 to 79.5%) (Rosa 1978 , Chagas et al. 2000b (Tables I, III) and Glycyphagus (G. domesticus -6.8 to 36.5%) (Moreira 1975 , Baggio et al. 1987 , being the principal mites of this family. The family Cheyletidae was also frequently cited, genus Cheyletus (0.1 to 17.6%) (Baggio & Ambrózio 1992a , Baggio et al. 1992a ) and the species C. malaccensis (1.5 to 18.2%) (Bonini et al. 1988 , Bernd et al. 1990 ) being the most reported. Reference to the species Tyrophagus putrescentiae (Acaridae) was observed in 28 articles, with a prevalence varying between 0.2 to 10.5% (Rosa 1978 , Jorge Neto 1984 . Besides, frequent reference was noted re- Rosa and Flechtmann (1979) , being them 36% as maximum porcentage in Moreira (1978) . Authors' note: the species B. tropicalis was described only in 1973 (Bronswijk et al.) ; e: samples in dust of tatami mattresses; % (-): smallest percentage cited; % (+): largest percentage cited 1988a , Chagas et al. 2000a ). Other genera and species of mites were referred to in a few articles, these being only rarely found in samplings of Brazilian house dust (Table II) . The results of this survey have therefore shown that the mites of the families Pyroglyphidae, Glycyphagidae and Cheyletidae are the most cited in the published papers regarding the acarine fauna of house dust in Brazil.
Brazil is a tropical country with relative humidity and average annual temperature around 70% and 27°C, respectively. Such situation is strongly favorable to the development of house mites (Bronswijk 1981 , Flechtmann 1986 .
Part of the mites found have already been identified as sensitizing agents of humans, as there are studies demonstrating immediate cutaneous sensitivity to specific extracts from the majority of these arachnids, including Cheyletus malaccensis e Tarsonemus sp. (Korsgaard & Hallas 1979 , Ambrózio et al. 1989 .
Other acarine species were rarely cited, to the point where in several cases they may be considered as "contaminants", i.e., originating from an environment other than that of the home, such as gardens, in the case of phytophagus mites of the families Eriophyidae and Tetranychidae. The allergenic potential of these acarine species is unknown to the present date.
Lastly, it is outstanding that the majority of studies refer to localities in the South and above all Southeast region, there being few references regarding samplings of acarine fauna of the other Brazilian regions. It is advisable therefore to encourage studies that may go ahead with the evaluation of the acarine fauna in the various regions of Brazil, attempting to establish more detailed relations about their interaction with the human being and regional characteristics of populational habits and the home environment.
We may conclude from this bibliographical revision that the most common species of house dust mites found in Brazil were D. pteronyssinus, B. tropicalis and C. malaccensis. Other species/genera also frequently reported in the articles were D. farinae, Euroglyphus (Pyroglyphidae), Tyrophagus (Acaridae), Chortoglyphus (Chortoglyphidae) and Tarsonemus (Tarsonemidae). 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

